Introduction
Pompilidae (spider wasps) is a cosmopolitan family of approximately 5,000 species in more than 230 genera. These wasps are moderate-to-large sized and are predators of spiders in a wide array of habitats. They are found on all continents except Antarctica, but their greatest species diversity occurs in the tropical regions of the World (Wasbauer 1995). Typical coloration tends to be black or blue, sometimes with metallic reflections, although many brightly colored species exist; the latter are often difficult to identify due to convergent color patterns. Sexual dimorphism is slight to moderate, with both sexes usually macropterous; a few brachypterous and apterous species are known (Brothers & Finnamore 1993) . Spider wasps are often conspicuous and can be found feeding on flower nectar or searching on the ground for prey.
The Dominican Republic is the largest nation on the Hispaniola Island and the second largest country in Caribbean. In turn, Hispaniola Island is the second largest island in Caribbean; it is marked by mountain chains that are aligned perpendicularly to the trade winds, which is responsible for a great climatic diversity in the island (Izzo et al. 2010) . The Dominican Republic has several different habitats, where climatic and vegetational conditions gradually change from the extremely humid to the arid (Izzo et al. 2010) . This has endowed the Dominican Republic with different ecosystems and microclimates, which accounts for a significant numbers of endemic species (Perez-Gelabert 2008) .
The spider wasps of the Dominican Republic have never been studied systematically. A general checklist of the Arthropods of Hispaniola was completed by Perez-Gelabert (2008) , but this study was based on the literature
